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Salutation 

 

i. YB Datuk Seri Panglima Madius Tangau  

Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation 

 

ii. Prof. Emerita Datuk Dr Mazlan Othman FASc., the Director of the 

Mega Science 3.0 Study 

 

iii. Yang Berusaha, Pn. Hazami Habib, Chief Executive Officer, 

Academy of Sciences Malaysia 

 

iv. Council Members, Senior Fellows and Fellows as well as 

Associates of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia 

 

v. Members of the Scientific Community, Academia, Senior Officials 

from Ministries, Industry and Corporate Partners 

 

vi. Members of the Media 

 

vii. Distinguished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen 
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Assalamualaikum and a very Good Morning  

 

1. On behalf of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia, it is a pleasure to 

welcome all of you to Mega Science 3.0 National Forum and 

Exhibition. Firstly, I would like to thank YB Datuk Seri Panglima 

Madius Tangau, the Honourable Minister of Science, Technology and 

Innovation, for taking time to grace this occasion. The continued 

support for ASM through YB’s leadership and MOSTI’s partnership 

further strengthens the Academy’s efforts to position Science, 

Technology and Innovation (STI) as the key driver of socio-economic 

transformation in Malaysia and beyond.  

 

2. The Academy of Sciences Malaysia considers its role as a "Thought 

Leader" in the science, technology and innovation (STI) arena as an 

immense responsibility to our society and nation.  As such, the 

Academy is committed to relentlessly champion STI advancement 

and excellence for national development and global competitiveness.  

 

3. ASM strives to drive and deliver value in the form of independent, 

credible, relevant and timely scientific advice and advocacy. This is 

accomplished through the Academy’s strategic STI studies and 

programmes that mobilise a wide spectrum of expertise not only 

within the Academy but also its network of prominent national and 

international partners and linkages.   

 

4. One of the Academy’s flagship initiatives is the Malaysia 2050 

initiative that encompasses three separate but complementary 

studies namely the Mega Science Studies initiated in 2010, the 

Emerging Science, Engineering and Technology Studies or ESET as 
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well as the Envisioning Malaysia in 2050 Foresight Study embarked 

upon in 2015.  

 

5. The Mega Science Study looks at the big picture of the future we 

desire and links it to national imperatives and key economic sectors 

to ensure a high quality of life for all. The study focuses on leveraging 

STI to design and engineer the desired future.  

 

6. To date, under the Malaysia 2050: Mega Science Study, a total of 15 

sectors have been covered: 

 

 

 The first phase of the Mega Science Study, carried out from 2010-

2012 focused on the Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and 

Biodiversity (Acronym: WEHAB).  

 

 The second phase carried out from 2013-2014 focused on 

Housing, Infrastructure, Transportation, Electrical & Electronics 

and Environment (Acronym: HITEE). 

 

 The objective of today’s National Forum and Exhibition is to 

highlight the findings and recommendations arising from the third 

phase of the Mega Science study that was started in 2015. The 

study focused on five industry sectors namely:  

i. Furniture,  

ii. Automotive,  

iii. Creative,  

iv. Tourism as well as  

v. Plastics and Composites  
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(Acronym: FACTPC) 

 

7. We hope this forum and exhibition will serve as an effective platform 

to engage various stakeholders, obtain relevant input and insights, 

spark synergistic action and forge requisite strategic STI interventions 

and investments towards enhancing Malaysia’s future 

competitiveness. 

 

8. Many sectors are represented here this morning through the 

presence of members of the scientific community, learned Academia, 

Policy makers and Government officials as well as industry and 

corporate partners. Your support, commitment and valuable 

partnership is highly appreciated as we all need to work together to 

advance STI for socio-economic development. 

 

9. As important as science, technology and innovation (STI) is to drive 

national development and global competitiveness, STI cannot create 

impact by working in silo. As such, the Academy adopts an inclusive 

and cross-cutting approach that promotes the convergence of science 

and arts towards fuelling a more robust ideation process that enables 

us to explore creative avenues, different perspectives and varied 

expertise. The Mega Science 3.0 study has engaged more than a 

thousand people from various sectors to provide holistic and relevant 

input and recommendations. I am sure you will see much of the 

cross-cutting nature of the Academy’s work evidenced through the 

forum and exhibition held today.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

10. At this juncture, I wish to take time to acknowledge and thank our 

key people and organisations that have partnered with us towards 

making today’s forum and exhibition possible.  

 

11. Firstly, on behalf of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia, I wish to 

thank the Honourable Minister for officiating this event. His presence 

attests to his commitment to future-proof Malaysia for 

competitiveness and sustainability, leveraging on STI. 

 

12. For the first time, the Mega Science National Forum has been 

combined with an exhibition showcasing Malaysian and International 

technologies to provide a ‘look and feel’ of trends that would soon 

become new norms. Our sincere appreciation to the Exhibitors, for 

graciously consenting to display items that depict the way to the 

future, in particular: 

 BMW for the BMW i8 efficient lightweight car featuring carbon 

fibre composite body parts 

 Lotus for the Lotus Evora 400 Car featuring fibre glass composite 

body parts 

 Composites Technology Research Malaysia (CTRM) for their 

Fenestron or rotor housing made of composites 

 Nigel and his Millennials team for the 3D printers, one of which 

was constructed from e-waste 

 The National Visual Arts Development Board  

 The Architects and Artists brought in by Pn Zanita Anuar and Ms 

Melissa Wong showcasing the future of making 

 Melinda Looi and the team for their 3D printed accessories and 

clothes  
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 Prof Dr Goh Sing Yau FASc, a Fellow of the Academy of 

Sciences Malaysia and his team for the brain computer interfaced 

wheelchair, and 

 Dr Harold Thwaites and his team for their Virtual Reality display 

 

13. Special thanks also to the Malaysia Automotive Institute’s media 

team for partnering with us to produce the three videos shown in the 

Time Tunnel. 

 

14. A big thank you to Academician Prof. Emerita Datuk Dr Mazlan 

Othman FASc. for her leadership of the Mega Science 3.0 study and 

today’s event. 

 

15. Sincere appreciation to all the Sectoral Leaders and their respective 

teams for each of the five Mega Science Industry Sectors for their 

dedication towards completing the study and showcasing the future 

of the various sectors at this forum and exhibition. 

 

16. My sincere appreciation also to the ASM team for their diligence and 

commitment towards making this event a reality.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

17. The aspiration of the Mega Science Study is clear. It is to build a 

prosperous, harmonious and sustainable nation and people through 

the maximum use of STI towards ensuring competitiveness in the 

next 34 years.  
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18. The realisation of this aspiration will undoubtedly require sound 

governance and Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) talent to be the prime movers of research, 

innovation and enterprise. We must see the bigger picture and 

tackle the end game through transformative thinking and integrated 

action.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

19. As I conclude, I am reminded of the words of a famous singer, 

Bruce Springsteen, “The future is now. Roll up your sleeves and let 

your passion flow. The country we carry in our hearts is waiting.” 

 

20. Nobody plans to fail but many fail to plan, strategise and execute the 

plan. This initiative is part of our plan for the future; And that future is 

for us to shape! 

 

21. In the words of Nelson Mandela when he spoke to youth, at a 

Children’s Day celebration, “Be the script writers of your destiny and 

feature yourselves as stars that showed the way towards a brighter 

future”. 

 

Thank you. 

 


